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The Meet on Sunday June 1* is to Auchlean (Glen Feshie)

DETAILS OF THE MEET

The bus will leave Waterloo Place at 07.30 and travel via Shandwick Place (bus stop opposite Boots), Haymarket,
Roseburn, Drum Brae, Forth Road Bridge, A9 to Pitlochry (short stop with facilities) and Aviemore; then B970 to
Glen Feshie where it will park at [NN851984] 1 km north of Achlean.

The bus will leave Glen Feshie at 17.00 prompt. This timing matters for our driver Jim to comply with the law on
driving hours. Please choose your walk accordingly.

Bus convener: Alex Williamson 07931 371985

Bookings and cancellations: Email bookings@ptarmiganmc.org.uk

Main map required: Maps required: OS Landranger 35,36, 43

The fare will be £25 and, while cash can be taken in the bus, it would be preferred if you could pay by bank transfer
IN ADVANCE of the outing. The day before is fine. Please pay to:
PTARMIGAN MOUNTAINEERING CLUB (note name is not yet changed); 80-17-68; 00248765

Bus departure times - a reminder

We always aim for our buses to leave Waterloo Place promptly at 07:30 am on the day of an outing. Itis difficult to
predict the times at which the bus will arrive at other pick up points which will depend on traffic, any roadworks etc
but the roads are usually very quiet at that time of day. We have a note of who is due to be joining the bus at
Waterloo Place and the other pick up points. If anyone is missing, the bus will usually wait for two minutes at any
pick up point but will not normally wait for any longer than that."

Route Options
Munros

Possible Munros en route include Beinn Dearg (1008m; NN853778), Carn a' Chlamain (NN963m; 916758) or one or
more of the three Beinn a Ghlo Munros from Blair Atholl. (These Munros would suit fast parties).

A round of the four Drumochter Munros Geal Charn (917m; NN597783), A'Mharconaich (975m; NN604764) Beinn
Udlamain (1010M; NN579740) and Sgairnech Mhor (991m; NN599732) to the west of the A9 might be possible but
there is nowhere suitable other than the A9 roadside to wait for the returning bus.

A' Bhuidheanach Beag (936m; NN661776), Carn na Caim (941m; NN677822) and Meall Chuaich (951m; NN716879)
on the east of the A9 are further possibilities but also lack anywhere obvious to await the bus at the end of the day.
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Mullach Clach a’ Bhlair, 1019m, [NN883927]

This is scarred by the bulldozed track that leads almost to the summit. From Achlean Farm a track follows the River
Feshie southwards. A burn is reached which may be forded, but may be impassable in heavy rain. Climb alongside
the Allt Coire Chaoll to [883936] and take the track to the south which brings you very close to the summit . Descend
by the ascent route or by traversing north on the ridge as far as Carn Ban Mor, 1052m, [894972] from where a path
leads west down the Allt Fhearnagan and back to Achlean.

A finer approach is to take the stalkers’ track from the bothy at Ruigh-aiteachain [847928] to Lochan nam Bo (Loch
of the Cattle) and the Druim nam B0 ridge to the summit.
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/cairngorms/mullach-clach-a-bhlair.shtml

Fast parties may find it just as easy to include Sgor Gaoith. From the summit, descend via Coire a’ Chrom-alltain to
reach a path at [883994] which leads back to the road.

Sgor Gaoith, 1118m, [903989] is a fine summit that hangs over a vast precipice down to Loch Einich. A traverse of
the subsidiary tops of Geal Charn, 920m, [NH884014] and Sgoran Dubh Mér, 1111m, [NH905003] is recommended,
accessed by a forest ride about 4km north of Achlean, then returning to the bus over Carn Ban Mér.

An alternative route on a good path and short grass starts from the car park and reaches Sgor Gaoith via Coire
Fhearnagan and Carn Ban Mér, descending via Coire a’ Chrom-alltain.
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/cairngorms/sgor-gaoith.shtml

For the determined and remoteness seekers, the top of Tom Dubh, 918m, [NN921953] might be an objective, and
for fast parties the Munro Monadh Mér, 1113m, [939932] might be reachable in the time available.

Corbetts
The Fara (911m; NN598842) makes a good day out from Dalwhinnie.

Carn Dearg Mor, 857m, [NN824912] can be enjoyed in a fine circuit from Glen Feshie. Follow the route to
Carnachuin as for Mullach Clach a’ Bhlair, then turn sharply NW and climb until the track levels, at which point turn
SSW and walk up to the subsidiary peak of Carn Dearg Beag, 694m, [832935]. Walk up easy slopes to reach the
summit of Carn Dearg Mér. Return by first walking SW to join the track which descends to Lochan an t-Stuic and back
into Glen Feshie.

A longer alternative would be to continue in a SW direction from the summit to the col and return via the Feith
Mhor, although this track may be covered by especially deep heather in places.

An even longer route, for fast parties, starts at a layby near Ruthven Barracks, takes the path from [765996] SSE into
Glen Tromie and climbs Meallach Mhér, 769m, [777909]. From here, go west to take in Carn Dearg Mor from where
a northerly descent along the ridge brings you into Glen Feshie.

Through-Walks and Lower Level

There are plenty of low-level walks from Achlean, around Lagganlia and in the Inshriach forest. The MBA bothy at
Ruigh-aiteachain is a worthwhile objective, situated as it is in the heart of one of the last remnants of ancient pine
forest on the brink of extinction. The Estate is now in safer hands, excess deer have been culled, and everywhere
there are signs of natural regeneration and a more sympathetic attitude towards nature.

The beautiful Badan Mosach waterfalls are at [863969].

The path from [765996] near Ruthven Barracks leads into Glen Tromie and the Woods of Glentromie.

The Club’s Code of Good Practice (available at our website https://ptarmiganmc.org.uk under the Membership
tab) lists the clothing and equipment to have on the hills. It is important to have warm clothing, good quality
waterproofs and robust boots and to carry food, water, map, compass and a mobile phone. A first aid kit, survival
bag, whistle and torch should also be carried.

Disclaimer: We do not have walk leaders, our groups walk as equals with shared responsibility for navigation and
safety. The routes suggested above are merely descriptions of walks in the area; they do not represent invitations
or recommendations by the Club or any of its Officers to walkers to go on these routes. It is the individual and sole
responsibility of each walker to choose a route that is within their capability.
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WhatsApp Group

You are reminded that we have now set up a WhatsApp group to enable members to exchange plans for the day in
advance which may take some pressure off the bus convener. If you have not already joined and would like to do so,
please email secretary@ptarmiganmc.org.uk

Highways Hillwalking Club

For many years we have had an informal association with the Highways Hillwalking Club in terms of which our
members are welcome as guests on their outings and vice versa without restriction of the number of such outings
that can be attended. The HHC operates a programme very similar to ours, also using MaclLeod Coaches, but usually
on the second Sunday of the month. The combined programme for both clubs can be found in the Meets section of
our website and full details of the HHC including how to sign up for their outings are available at their

website: https://sites.google.com/site/highways3102/home "

What we did last month

A good day was had & lots of different walks were undertaken. Munros such as Beinn Challum, Buachaille Etive Mor
were bagged by those that got off the bus early. The rest who stayed on the bus to the final destination took a
variety of walks including Stob Ban, The Devils Ridge & low level Glen Nevis.

Derek Devine writes: “ A fabulous hike up the impressive Stob Ban in the Mamores from Polldubh, Glen Nevis.
Superb views & walking with a great group of people. A glorious day on the hills.”

The impressive Stob Ban & the summit gang: Pictures by Derek Devine
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Lunch on Sgurr a’Mhaim: Pic by Anya Martin

Sgurr a'Mhaim and the Devil’s Ridge

Everyone like a Devil. Devilled Eggs conjure up memories
of 70s cuisine, for better or for worse; Devils on
Horseback are also fine things. The Devil’s Advocate used
to be an official position in the Catholic Church and is still
a lovely place in the Old Town. But it’s in the natural
world where Devils seem most at home, with their very
own causeway, pulpit —and of course ridge. Our long bus
trip to Glen Nevis gave plenty of time to consider the
options, but there was never any doubt about what
would speak most seductively. So it was that nine of us
(Alisdair B, Anya M, Christine M, Justin E, Lewis T, Michael C, Neil C, Petra zL and Sara K) set out from the car park
and headed for Sgurr a'Mhaim. It was a superb day for walking, with a crisp clear sky. We decided to head straight
for the top up the northwestern flank of the hill: a short sharp shock of a start which gave us great views forwards to
Stob Ban, and back towards Ben Nevis and the Aonachs. There was some messy quartzite scree to get past, but after
less than three hours we were eating our lunch on top, revelling in the natural wonders.

A couple of blokes came up broadcasting live commentary of the Rangers Celtic game: no problem. Someone else
came up and started flying a whiny drone overhead: even that didn’t spoil the day (well, not quite). But the long bus
trip ahead meant we had to set off quite soon, so along the Devil’s Ridge we went. On a sunny day like that, it’s not
nearly as diabolical as the name might suggestandwemade . = — & - ,;:2" >
good time towards Sgurr an lubhair, before cutting down e = : g ;
towards Lochan Coire nam Miseach and then back towards
the car park. We even had time for a refreshing paddle in
the river before heading back Edinburgh. A seven-hour bus

trip for a six-hour walk might seem odd to some, but on this
occasion it was heavenly. (Justin Elliot)

On the descent: Pic by Alasdair Bell




A few pictures from the Buachaille Etive Mor Group

The ridge of Buachaille Etive Mor: Pict

ure by Emily Russell

Enjoying the view towards Loch Etive from Stob na Broige: Pic by Norman Phipps




Steall Falls: Pic by Alex Williamson

There was a stunning run of weather in May
and Ptarmigan was in Glen Nevis to enjoy it.
Most of the bus went off bagging Munros
including Ben Challum (Jan and Jo), Buachaille
Etive Mor (Catherine, Diahann, Emily, Emma,
Ewan, Norman, Richard and Wendy) and 2
groups who left from Glen Nevis one group to
do Stob Ban and the other to climb Sgurr a

r Mhaim. Contrary as ever, Alex, Lesley, Michael
e i S = and Elaine went to the upper Falls and into
ower level out and back walk.
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Elaine playing on the bridge: Pic by Alex Williamson £

It might have been “lower” level, but the climb to Upper Falls was
steep and the path to the Steall Falls was rugged. Steall Falls had a
lot less water in it than usual, but was spectacular all the same.
Lesley and Elaine decided that it was playtime in the Glen and had a
go on the steel bridge linking the North side path with the Ring of
Steall path. This is a high wire act with a couple of guide rails.

The inner adventurer satisfied, we then headed up the Glen past the
ruins of Steall and onwards towards Meanach bothy. We didn’t
make it to the bothy before time ran out and we had to turn back
and retrace our steps. There isn’t an option for a round trip unless
you plan to go high, there’s the Ben Nevis massif to the North and
the Mamores to the South. So out and back it was. It was no
hardship in the glorious weather and with the superb views.

(Alex Williamson)



