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 The Meet on Sunday April 6th is to Glen Creran via Callander 
 

                                                         DETAILS OF THE MEET 
 
The bus will leave Waterloo Place at 07.30 going via Shandwick Place (bus stop opposite Boots), Haymarket, 
Roseburn and PC World, M9, Callander (comfort stop), Crianlarich, Tyndrum, A85 Taynuilt, Connel, A828 Loch Creran 
and up the road on the south side of the loch. The bus should arrive at the Forestry Commission car park at Elleric 
(head of Glen Creran) [036489] around 11.00. A short refreshment stop will be made in Callander on the return 
journey. 

 
The bus will leave Glen Creran  at 17.00 prompt.    Bus convener:  Alistair Haig: 07402 580588 
  
Bookings and cancellations:    Email bookings@ptarmiganmc.org.uk  
 
Main map required: Map required:  Main map required: OS 1:50 000 Sheet 50 Glen Orchy & Loch Etive. All grid 
references are prefixed NN. 
 
The fare will be £25 and, while cash can be taken in the bus, it would be preferred if you could pay by bank transfer 
IN ADVANCE of the outing. The day before is fine.  Please pay to: 
PTARMIGAN MOUNTAINEERING CLUB (note name is not yet changed); 80-17-68; 00248765 

 
Bus departure times - a reminder 
  

We always aim for our buses to leave Waterloo Place promptly at 07:30 am on the day of an outing.  It is difficult to 
predict the times at which the bus will arrive at other pick up points which will depend on traffic, any roadworks etc 
but the roads are usually very quiet at that time of day.  We have a note of who is due to be joining the bus at 
Waterloo Place and the other pick up points.  If anyone is missing, the bus will usually wait for two minutes at any 
pick up point but will not normally wait for any longer than that." 

 
Route Options 
 
 Various choice of Munros and Corbetts along the way. In the first section to Killin there are Ben Ledi, Stuc a’ Chroin 
and Ben Vorlich and the Lochearnhead Corbetts Meall an t-Seallaidh and Creag MacRanaich. On the next stretch to 
Crianlarich, there are Sgiath Chuil, Meall Glas, Beinn nan Imirean. 
 
Munros 
Beinn Sgulaird (937m) [053461] from Glen Creran. A great viewpoint in good weather, it can be done as a “there 
and back” from Elleric via Glen Ure. Or it can be done as a linear walk starting at [010454] where there is a gate 
leading onto the hillside. Head for the first small knoll (488m) and then follow the grassy slopes of the ridge through 
granite outcrops to the top at 863m. Continue over Meall Garbh (848m) before reaching the main summit. Return to 
the bus at Elleric which can be done via Glen Ure. Alternatively you can descend due west from the summit. This is 
quite steep, but it soon becomes easier and will lead you to Taraphocain [019464] with a walk of about 4km back to 
the bus at Elleric.  
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Beinn Fhionnlaidh (959m) [095498] from Elleric is possible but only recommended for faster parties. From Elleric 
head via Glen Ure before commencing the ascent of Beinn Fhionnlaidh’s south-western slopes to Leac Bharainn and 
on to the summit. Return by the route of ascent. 
 
Cruachan Hills (Stob Diamh (998m) [094308] and Ben Cruachan (1126m) [069304]) from the power station on Loch 
Awe. From the power station [079268] take the road leading past the Falls of Cruachan. On reaching the dam access 
road, continue on the east side of the reservoir. Climb Stob Garbh and then continue north onto Stob Diamh. From 
here the main ridge goes westwards around the rim of a corrie to Drochaid Glas and past Coire Caorach before 
reaching the top of Ben Cruachan. Descend by heading due south towards Meall Cuanail, and pick up the path from 
Coire Dearg back to the Cruachan dam and thence to the power station. 
 
Beinn a’ Chochuill (980m) [110328] and Beinn Eunaich (989m) [135328] can be climbed from Glen Strae leaving the 
bus at the junction of the A85 and the B8077 [132283] approx. 3km west of Dalmally. A track leads north-west 
passing west of Castles Farm and across the lower slopes of Beinn Eunaich. After 3km bear right and continue up the 
south-east rib of Beinn a’ Chochuill to the summit. Traverse the ridge to Beinn Eunaich before descending the south 
ridge to the starting point. 
 
Ben Lui (1130m) [2662430], Beinn a’ Chleibh (916m) [251256] are possible and can be accessed from the car park 
on the A85 west of Tyndrum at [239278]. A grand traverse of the four Munros in the Ben Lui group also to include 
Beinn Dubhchraig (978m) [307255] and Ben Oss (1029m) [288253] is possible starting at Dalrigh and finishing at the 
same car park on the A85 (or vice versa) but this route should be attempted only by very fast parties. 
 
From Crianlarich: Ben More 1174m NN432244 and Stob Binnein 1165m NN434227 could both be done from Ben 
More Farm NN413258: https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lochlomond/ben-more.shtml  
 
 
Corbetts 
Beinn a’Bhuiridh (897m) [094283] from the power station on Loch Awe. 
 
Creach Bheinn (810m) [023422] from Loch Creran. Best approach is by following the Allt Buidhe (starting at 
[006448], near Druimavuic) to the bealach between Creach Bheinn and Beinn Sgulaird, then heading southwest 
along the ridge taking in the 804m top. 
 
Beinn Mhic-Mhonaidh (793m) [208350] from Glen Strae with the same drop-off and pick-up as for Beinn a’ 
Chochuill and Beinn Eunaich. 
 
Beinn Chuirn access Dalrigh [344290]  
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/argyll/beinn-chuirn.shtml#   
 
Beinn Odhar 904m NN337338, Beinn Chaorach 818m NN358328 and Cam Chreag 884m NN358328 could be done 
from Tyndrum & from Auchtertyre, WHW south [375346]  
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/corbetts/beinn-odhar  
 
Beinn nam Fuaran 806m [361381] and Beinn a Chaisteil 886m [348364] from Auch Glen, WHW north  
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/argyll/chaisteil-fuaran.shtml  
 
Grahams 
An excellent walk is the ascent of Meall Garbh (701m) [168367] from Glen Strae. Walk up Glen Strae before taking 
the path on the western bank of the Allt Dhoirean. Aim for the col between Meall Garbh and Meall Beithe before 
ascending to the summit. Return by the route of ascent. 
 
Beinn Bhalgairean (636m) [202241] can be approached from the A85 at the Brackley Farm road-end east of Dalmally 
[178273]. Meall nam Gabhar (743m) [235242] is also possible from the A85 at Corryghoil [193276] using forestry 
tracks and fire-breaks. These two Grahams might be combined to make an excellent traverse but this is only 
recommended for faster parties. 
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From Crianlarich Fiarach (652m) [345260] can be ascended from the West Highland Way. Meall Odhar 
(656m) [297298] can be approached from Dalrigh on the A82 road [343292] and it is possible to return to Tyndrum 
via Creag Bhuidhe and Sron nan Colan. 
 
Lower level 
A number of good low-level options are available. 
A very enjoyable walk (17km), (a good foul weather option which could be done in either direction), is between the 
same starting point for Beinn a’ Chochuill and Taynuilt through Glen Noe. Time permitting, this walk could be 
combined with a visit to the Bonawe Furnace at Taynuilt which is well worth a visit. Another good low-level walk 
starts at Taynuilt and follows the track on the east side of Glen Etive towards Ardmaddy Bay, returning by the 
outward route. 
 
From the destination at Elleric a walk can be taken to Glen Ure before returning the same way and there are also 
forest walks. There is a circular walk from Connell taking in the Black Lochs (2 – 2.5 hours and for which you would 
need OS Sheet 49). The West Highland Way between Crianlarich and Tyndrum is also an option. 
 
Note: John Townshend worked on the conversion of the old derelict railway bridge over Loch Creran into the road 
bridge. Historic photos at https://www.railscot.co.uk/slideshow/slideshow.php?loc=Creagan%20Viaduct  
 
The Club’s Code of Good Practice (available at our website https://ptarmiganmc.org.uk  under the Membership 

tab) lists the clothing and equipment to have on the hills.  It is important to have warm clothing, good quality 

waterproofs and robust boots and to carry food, water, map, compass and a mobile phone.  A first aid kit, survival 

bag, whistle and torch should also be carried. 

 

Disclaimer: We do not have walk leaders, our groups walk as equals with shared responsibility for navigation and 

safety.  The routes suggested above are merely descriptions of walks in the area; they do not represent invitations 

or recommendations by the Club or any of its Officers to walkers to go on these routes. It is the individual and sole 

responsibility of each walker to choose a route that is within their capability.   

 

 WhatsApp Group 
  
You are reminded that we have now set up a WhatsApp group to enable members to exchange plans for the day in 
advance which may take some pressure off the bus convener. If you have not already joined and would like to do so, 
please email secretary@ptarmiganmc.org.uk  

 

Highways Hillwalking Club 

For many years we have had an informal association with the Highways Hillwalking Club in terms of which our 

members are welcome as guests on their outings and vice versa without restriction of the number of such outings 

that can be attended.  The HHC operates a programme very similar to ours, also using MacLeod Coaches, but usually 

on the second Sunday of the month.  The combined programme for both clubs can be found in the Meets section of 

our website and full details of the HHC including how to sign up for their outings are available at their 

website: https://sites.google.com/site/highways3102/home " 

 

What we did last month 
 
 
Beinn Bhuidhe 
Kat, Michael, Justin and Alistair 
  
Our walk began along a well-maintained farm road under an overcast sky. We passed docile Highland cows and in 
one field deer and calves shared troughs. We walked past working farms, tidy houses and the remnants of recently 
felled plantation conifers. It was clear enough to get a view of Ben Lui at the top of the glen. 
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 Beinn Bhuidhe Summit: Pic by Katerina Gradeva 
 
The ascent started through a series of gates, leading 
us up a muddy path which followed a gurgling burn. 
Slippery rocks added to the challenge, with some 
steep sections demanding careful footing. Reaching a 
broad shoulder, we encountered a few other walkers, 
still below the cloud base. The formidable rocky 
slopes ahead hinted at the effort yet to come. On the 
higher shoulder we turned to see the Arrochar Alps 
and tried to work out which summits were which. 
  
We found a carpet of snow on the bealach and 
headed into a strengthening southwesterly along the 
ridge. With 150 meters to go, we paused to strap on 
spikes for added grip. The final push proved shorter 
than expected, and soon we stood at the summit—engulfed in cloud and battered by the wind. A quick selfie marked 
the achievement before a swift retreat. Turning back moments later we saw the summit cleared only minutes after 
we left. Typical! 
 

   
 
                                            Selfie & on the descent: Pictures by Katerina Gradeva 
 
 
Back at the bealach, we removed our spikes and began our descent via a hydro path which offered good views down 
Loch Fyne. Despite the misty summit, the day stayed dry, and we returned to the glen and the still-motionless 
Highland cows. To round things off we made a quick stop at Fyne Ales to round off a great day in the hills. 
Alistair Haig 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



There were a few groups undertaking different walks. The Brack & Cnoc Coinnich, Ben Vane, Beinn Ime & Beinn 
Narnain & a low level group.  
 

      
                                              Beinn ime & Beinn Narnain Group: Pictures by Ellie Wagstaff 
 
 

     
  Ben Vane Group: Picture by Wendy Farmer                       Looking towards Ben Lomond: Picture by Cherie Hamoudi 
 

          
                                                 The Brack & Cnoc Coinnich Group: Picture by Emily Russell 



                   
                                                             Lynn admiring the view: Picture by Emily Russell 
 
 

Staying out of the Wind 

The weather dictated the choice of route.  Initial thoughts were to go for a traverse of Binnein an Fhidhleir from 

Butterbridge and finishing in Cairndow, but the tops were misty and there was still a fair amount of snow around and 

likely some ice.  So instead of going over we went round.  Setting off from Butterbridge, 10 of us had the company of 

the Ben Vane group until past Abyssinia.  The low level group turned north west on a good track and went up into 

Gleann a’ Mhill Bhig still on a good path and now tracking enormous pylons through the glen.  It was a “low level” 

route, but it still reached 450 metres. 

     

                                                          Low Level  Group: Pictures by Alex Williamson 

 

All too soon the track terminated at a small reservoir and we were on our own.  This part of the walk was boggy for a 

while and then a steep descent into Glen Fyne.  It was tricky picking our way down between rocky sections, but all of 

the party managed it with aplomb.  Safely onto the track in Glen Fyne we headed for the Fyne Ales brewery at 

Achadunan and a welcome pint or two in the brewery tap. 

It was a walk of two halves, but everyone said they had enjoyed the day and some of us especially enjoyed the beer.      

(Alex Williamson). 
 
                                


